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(Corrected  to  November,  1936) 


PLAYGROUNDS  AND  CENTERS 


d.  Aptos  and  Ocean  Avenues 


5/S 


Francisco  Public  Library 


>rnment  Information  Center 
n  Francisco  Public  Library 
0  Larkin  Street,  5'^  Floor 
>an  Francisco,  CA  94102 


FERENCE  BOOK 

to  be  taken  from  the  library 


Anza  Streets 
s.,  near  Cortland  Ave. 
:.  and  Waverly  Place 
eets 


r  Street 
d  Streets 


lanan  Streets 


>  and  Buchanan  Streets 
jate  Ave.  and  Laguna  St. 
Gate  Ave.  and  Gough  St. 
Streets 

lock  below  Jackson  Street 


t.,  near  Jones  Street 

:ts 
reets 


ygrounu,  riyimjum  .r-vvtiiut.  emu.  .i^obos  Street 
nd  and  Center,  Felton  and  Holyoke  Streets 
Playground,  Clay  Street  near  Walnut  Street 
round,  18th  Avenue  between  Lake  and  California  Streets 
s  Courts,  18th  Avenue  between  Clement  and  California  Sts, 
yground,  24th  Ave.,  between  Lake  and  California  Streets 
,  Playground,  Potrero  Avenue  and  Army  Street 
ecreation  Grove,  19th  Avenue  and  Sloat  Boulevard 
,  7th  and  Bryant  Streets 
Playground,  Cora  and  Leland  Streets 
■ground,  Ulloa  Street  and  Lennox  Way 
yground,  Broadway  and  Larkin  Streets 


Acreage 

Street  Car 
Service 

4.96 

12,  K 

.83 

1,2,31,B 

2.80 

16,  29 

.99 

24 

.92 

5 

.51 

F,  Srto.  Cable 

.83 

C,  1,  2 

6.35 

19,  25,  33 

.40 

12,  14,  24 

10.48 

Castro  Cable 

.091 

22,  Scto.  Cable 

1.60 

12,  14,  18 

.86 

36 

12.70 

F,H 

10.423 

10,  26 

4.40 

B,C 

.19 

21,23 

1.80 

5,31 

2.20 

5,31 

4.41 

22 

6.03 

3 

.25 

9,  23 

.43 

r,  19,  Powell  Cable 

1.83 

9,  10,  23,26 

.92 

11 

2.52 

E,  F,  Powell  Cable,  15 

.48 

E,r,  Powell  Cable,  15 

10.28 

M,  26 

4.96 

25,  Silver  Ave.  Bus 

.43 

3,  24 

.83 

C,  1,  2 

.83 

C,  1,2 

.83 

C,  1,2 

2.956 

H,  25 

21.556 

12,  17 

1.151 

19,  25,  33 

1.78 

16,  29 

1.89 

K,L 

.87 

D,  H,  19 

TOTAL  128.567 
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PI  AYGROIJNDS  AND  CENTERS 
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Street  Car 
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Aptos  Plflygroundj  Aptos  a.ncl  Ocean  Avenues 
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F,  Scto.  Cable 

CZlcmcnt  Tennis  Courts^  30th  Ave.,  nea.r  Clement  St. 

.83 
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6.35 

19,  25,  33 

ACi 

12,  14,  24 
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21,  23 
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4.41 

22 
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6.03 
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LrfCvi  L7ir<iU39  X  idy ^ruuiiU)  1  T^cn  anci  v  diencid  ocreets 

I^icheldngelo  Playground  and  Center^  GreenwicK  St.,  near  Jones  Street 

F,  19,  Powell  Cable 

Ivl  I ccion   I-'l  a  v/frt^rt 1 1 n/i      l  Of"  r»   a  m        A  n  fT<>  1 1  ^l"t*^<»t"c 
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^^o^   \/all«»v    1  ^nm  c  i^r*iit*fr^c    '74f"r»  ani^  Tii-Mi  rri  ^  cc  ^t-f^k^to 
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i^orin  ocacn  ir  lay  ground,  LomDaru.  anci  iviason  otreets 

2.52 

1^ urin  jL>cacn  /AnneXj  j  y  j  ^nesinui,  oLreet 

•HO 

F  F  Powell  Cable  I.S 

v^ccdii  V  it-w  iTidygrtJLiiiu,  r  iyiTioucri  /A,venue  ana.  J-jOdos  otreet 

10.28 

iVl,  zo 

X  uLiuid  X  idy  gruuiiu  diiu  v^coicr,  ireicon  ano.  iioiyOKe  otreecs 

ulliUI  nVU.  UUv 

Presidio  Heip'hts  Plavfround*  C!lav  Strppt  npar  \X7aInnt  Strppt 

3,  24 

Richmond  Playground,  18th  Avenue  between  Lake  and  California  Streets 

.83 

C  1  2 

Richmond  Tennis  Courts,  18th  Avenue  between  Clement  and  California  Sts. 

.83 

C,  1,  2 

Rochambeau  Playground,  24th  Ave.,  between  Lake  and  California  Streets 

.83 

C,  1,2 

Rolph,  James,  Jr.,  Playground,  Potrero  Avenue  and  Army  Street 

2.956 

H,  25 

Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove,  19th  Avenue  and  Sloat  Boulevard 

21.556 

12,  17 

Southside  Center,  7th  and  Bryant  Streets 

1.151 

19,  25,  33 

Visitacion  Valley  Playground,  Cora  and  Leland  Streets 

1.78 

16,  29 

West  Portal  Playground,  Ulloa  Street  and  Lennox  Way 

1.89 

K,L 

Wills,  Helen,  Playground,  Broadway  and  Larkin  Streets 

.87 

D,  H,  19 

TOTAL 

128.567 

SCHOOLYARD  PLAYGOUNDS 


Alvarado,  22nd  and  Douglass  Streets 
Detention  Home,  150  Otis  Street 
Douglass,  19th  and  Collingwood  Streets 
Edison,  Dolores  and  22nd  Streets 
Guadalupe,  Cordova  and  Prague  Streets 
Hearst,  Hermann  and  Fillmore  Streets 

Jackson,  Andrew,  Hayes  Street  between  Cole  and  Clayton  Streets 
Jefferson,  19th  Avenue  between  Irving  and  Judah  Streets 
Key,  Francis  Scott,  42nd  Avenue  and  Irving  Street 
Lafayette,  Anza  Street  near  36th  Avenue 

Laguna  Honda,  7th  Avenue  between  Irving  and  Judah  Streets 

Lick,  James,  Junior  High,  25th  and  Noe  Streets 

Longfellow,  Lowell  and  Morse  Streets 

Mann,  Horace,  Junior  High,  Valencia  and  23rd  Streets 

McKinley,  14th  and  Castro  Streets 

Muir,  John,  Page  and  Webster  Streets 

Pacific  Heights,  Jackson  Street  between  Fillmore  and  Webster  Streets 
Presidio  Junior  High,  30th  Avenue  between  Geary  and  Clement  Streets 
Scott,  Winfield,  Divisadero  between  Beach  and  North  Point  Streets 
Sutro,  13th  Avenue  near  California  Street 
Weill,  Raphael,  Buchannan  and  O'Farrell  Streets 

TOTAL 

MISCELLANEOUS  UNITS 

Mission  Swimming  Pool,  19th  and  Angelica  Streets 
North  Beach  Swimming  Pool,  Lombard  and  Mason  Streets 
San  Francisco  Mountain  Camp,  Mather,  Tuolumne  County 
Warehouse,  150  Hampshire  Street 


Acreage 


1.20 
.18 
.64 
1.29 
1.78 
.55 
.94 
.401 
1.70 
1.43 
.57 
1.97 
1.10 
.55 
1.17 
.58 
.36 
1.89 
1.31 
.96 
.55 


21.121 


200.00 
.46 


Street  Car 
Service 


EureKa-Dlamond  Bus 
Castro  Cable.  11 

11,  12,  14 

Eureka-Diamond  Bus, 
J,  11 

Crocker-Amazon  Bus 

22,  24,  N 

5,21 

7,  17,  N 

N,7 

B,2 

N,6 

J,  II,  Castro  Cable 

14 

9,  12 

N,8 

6,  7,  17 

3,22 

B,l,2 

F 

1,  2,  C 
B,  C,  20 


9,  10,  23,  26 

I,  f,  Powell  Cable,  IS 


The  San  Francisco  Recreation  Commission 


370  City  Hall 


PLAYGROUND  HISTORY 

In  the  year  1898  the  Cahfornia  Club  established  and  supported  for  three  years  the  first  pub- 
lic playground  on  school  property  at  Bush  and  Hyde  Streets.  In  1901  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
i  appropriated  ^12,000.00  to  the  Board  of  Education  to  lease  and  equip  a  playground  at  Seventh 
and  Harrison  Streets  and  in  1904  a  bond  issue  of  ^740,000.00  was  voted  for  the  purchase  of 
Father  Crowley  Playground  at  Seventh  and  Harrison  Streets,  and  North  Beach  Playground  at 
Lombard  and  Mason  Streets,  the  first  two  municipally  owned  playgrounds  in  the  city. 

In  1907  the  Playground  Commission  was  established  by  amendment  to  the  City  Charter.  In 
succeeding  years  various  tracts  of  land  were  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  public 
playgrounds  and  other  tracts  owned  or  controlled  by  other  City  departments  were  transferred 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Playground  Commission. 

In  1924,  sensing  the  vital  need  for  greater  recreation  facilities  for  the  growing  city,  the  Char- 
ter was  amended  to  permit  the  Playground  Commission  to  receive  from  tax  monies  a  fixed  an- 
nual appropriation  of  between  five  and  seven  cents  on  each  ^100.00  assessed  property  value. 

Under  the  new  charter,  effective  in  January,  1932,  the  Playground  Commission  was  changed 
to  the  Recreation  Commission  and  a  minimum  of  seven  cents  on  each  ^100.00  assessed  proper- 
ty value  fixed  as  its  annual  appropriation. 

MANAGEMENT 

The  Recreation  Department  is  controlled  by  a  Board  or  Commission  of  seven  members,  five 
of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  who  serve  without  compensation.  Three  of  the  mem- 
bers appointed  by  the  Mayor  are  men  and  two  are  women.  The  Superintendent  of  Schools  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Parks  are  members  of  the  Recreation  Commission  ex-officio. 

Management  and  control  of  the  department  is  vested  in  a  Superintendent  who  holds  tenure 
at  pleasure  of  the  Commission.  All  other  staff  members  and  employees  of  the  Department,  other 
than  part-time  employees,  are  subject  to  Civil  Service  provisions  of  the  Charter. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  PERSONNEL 

Personnel  of  the  Department  totals  341,  of  which  28  represent  administrative  and  supervisory 
staff.  In  addition  to  the  regular  office  staff,  special  supervisors  head  bureaus  of  Athletics,  Drama- 
tics, Music,  Girls'  and  Women's  Activities,  Swimming,  Gardening,  Visual  Recreation,  Dancing, 
Mountain  Camp,  Construction,  Maintenance,  Personnel  and  Business  Management. 

The  field  staff  numbers  198  and  includes  playground  directors,  assistants,  substitutes,  pianists 
and  miscellaneous  attendants  at  various  recreation  units. 

Construction  and  maintenance  staff  numbers  75  and  embraces  caretakers,  gardeners,  laborers, 
truck  drivers  and  various  mechanics. 

The  Mountain  Camp  personnel  numbers  41  during  the  summer  camp  season. 


PROPERTY  VALUES 


The  property  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Department  has  a  total  estimated  value  of  ■^4,500,- 
000.00,  and  property  being  acquired  and  to  be  acquired  for  playground  sites  in  seven  different 
localities  has  an  additional  estimated  value  of  ^630,000.00. 

ACTIVITIES 

The  following  major  classifications  cover  departmental  activities: 

Athletics 

Music,  Dramatics  and  Dancing 
Swimming 

Garden,  Handicraft  and  Museum 
Visual  Recreation 
Mountain  Camp 

There  are,  however,  some  88  distinct  activities  carried  on  at  different  recreation  units  operated 
by  the  Department. 

ATTENDANCE 

The  Department  has  seen  tremendous  growth  over  the  past  t^^'o  decades,  as  indicated  by  the 
following  table  of  total  attendance: 

Fiscal  year  1911-1912    352,590 

"     1919-1920   1,052,933 

"     1929-1930   3,995,659 

"     1935-1936   5,561,391 

There  is  a  consistent  uptrend  in  attendance  records  and  a  pressing  need  for  additional  recrea- 
tion facilities  all  over  the  city. 

EXPANSION 

In  process  of  development  now  are  8  new  playground  sites,  and  land  is  being  acquired  that 
will  provide  7  additional  units.  These  new  sites  will  be  developed  and  placed  into  operation  just 
as  rapidly  as  funds  are  made  available. 

In  the  meantime,  every  possible  effort  is  being  made  to  broaden  the  scope  of  departmental 
activities  and  diversify  its  schedules  to  provide  a  well  balanced  recreation  or  leisure-time  pro- 
gram for  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  San  Francisco. 


The  above  is  but  a  brief  outline  of  the  Recreation  Department  and  its  work  as  space  will  not  p>er 
mit  further  detail  concerning  many  other  phases  of  recreation  work  in  San  Francisco.  Suffice  it  tc 
say  that  the  Recreation  Commission  and  the  members  of  its  staff  feel  keenly  and  accept  humbl> 
the  tremendous  task  that  is  theirs  in  molding  young  lives  into  good  citizenship  material  and 
providing  adequate  and  proper  facilities  and  interesting  programs  for  the  wise  and  profitable  utili- 
zation of  leisure  time. 

The  Recreation  Department  appreciates  fully  the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  displayed  both  bj, 
municipal  officials  and  by  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  and  will  welcome  inquiries  and  construe] 
tive  criticism  concerning  its  facilities  and  programs. 


<;ri-roni  r;>"\TVASTi 'MS  si'PFR\"lSED  E\"EXIXGS 

7 -on  rn  1  0-00  P  \T 

Service 

Aptos  Junior  High,  Upland  Drive  and  Aptos  A%  er.ue 

K.  12 

Everett  Junior  High,  16th  and  Church  Streets 

Francisco  Junior  High,  Powell  Street  bet\s  een  Chestnut  and  Francisco  Streets 

15 

Girls'  High,  Scott  Street  bet\*een  O'Farrell  and  Gearv-  Streets 

B.  C.  20 

T  i^lr    Tam^<     Tnnior   rnicrh    "^"^rn   anri    ^^r*^  ^rr^^f*?"^ 

J.  r..  Ciir:  C-iiie 

Mann,  Horace,  Junior  High,  Valencia  and  23rd  Streets 

9,  12 

Presidio  Junior  High,  30th  Avenue  between  Gear\-  and  Clement  Streets 

B,  1,2 

Roosevelt  Junior  High,  Arguello  Boulevard  near  Gear}  Street 

B,  C,  2 

PT  AVnPOT'Vn  STTTS 

Acreagt 

■r>P\'PT  ODMPX'T  TO  RP   POXTPT  PTPP> 
LJlL  >  Ill_V^r^.>lLl-N  i     X       oil    v^V^^^ir^J-t:  1  izLJ 

- 

Crocker-Amazon,  Geneva  Avenue  and  Moscow  Scree: 

42-00 

Oilman  Beach.  GLlman  and  Griffith  Streets 

6.99 

16,29 

Ingleside  and  Junior  Museum,  adjoining  Balboa  Park 

10.00 

12 

Ortega,  Ninth  Avenue  near  Ortega 

1.20 

6 

Phelan,  James        Recreation  Beach,  Sea  Cliff  Avenue  near  28tli  Avenue 

6.04 

c 

Potrero  Hill,  22nd  and  Arkansas  Streets 

9.35 

Rossi,  Angelo  J^  Arguello  Boulevard  and  Edward  Street 

6-24 

B,  C,31 

St.  Marj's  Park,  Crescent  and  Agnon  Avenues 

9.59 

12,  14 

TOTAL 

91.61 

(Land  Being  Purchased) 

Bay  View,  In  block  bounded  by  Oakdale.  Ne\<.  comb,  Lane  and  Mendell  Sts. 

16,  29 

i^orona  Heights  (tureka  Valley  District )  r rentage  on  btate  and  15th  btreets 

S 

Eureka  Valley,  In  block  bounded  by  18th.  19th,  Collings^■ood  6C  Diamond  Sts. 

Haight-Ashbury,  In  block  bounded  by  Alma,  Rivoli,  Shrader  &  Stanyan  Sts. 

N.  6 

Longfellow,  In  block  bounded  by  Lowell,  Morse,  Bruns%^-ick  and  Whittier  Sts. 

14 

Sunset,  In  block  bounded  by  28th,  29th  Aves.,  Lawton  and  iMoraga  Sts. 

N 

Upper  N'oe  VaIIe\  .  In  block  bounded  by  Day,  30th,  Church  and  Sanckez  Sts. 

J,  9 

San  Francisco  Recreation  Commission  Facilities 


Supervised 
Playgrounds 
and 
Centers 


Aptos 

Argonne 

Bay  View 

Bernal 

Cabrillo 

Chinese 

Clement  Tennis 

Courts 
Crowley,  Father 
Dolores  Horseshoe 

Links 
Douglass 
Drama  Studio 
*Excelsior 
*Folsom 
Funston 
Glen  Park 
Hamilton 
Hayes  Valley 
*Hayward,  M.  S. 
Jackson 
Kahn,  Julius 
Levi  Strauss 
*Michelangelo 
Mission 

Noe  Valley  Tennis 

Courts 
*North  Beach 
North  Beach  Annex 
Ocean  View 
Portola 

Presidio  Heights 
Richmond 
Richmond  Tennis 

Courts 
Rochambeau 
Rolph,  James,  Jr. 
Sigmund  Stern 

Rec.  Grove 
Southside 
Visitacion  Valley 
West  Portal 
Wills,  Helen 

Totals 


Acreage 


4.96 
.83 

2.80 
.99 
.92 
.51 

.83 
6.35 

.40 
10.48 

.091 
1.60 

.86 
12.70 
10.423 
4.40 

.19 
4.00 
4.41 
6.03 

.25 

.43 
1.83 

.92 
2.52 
.48 
10.28 
4.96 
.43 
.83 

.83 
.83 
2.956 

21.556 
1.151 
1.78 
1.89 
.87 

128.567 


COURTS 


Ten- 
nis 


1 
2 

63 


Basketball 


Out- 
Door 


In- 
Door 


Horse 
Shoe 


12 


38 


DIAMONDS 


BASEBALL 


Regu- 
lation 


26     1  13 


1 
1 
1 

23 


Large 
Build- 


Soft 
Ball 


21  Supervised  Schoolyard  Playgrounds 
8  Supervised  School  Gymnasiums 
2  Swimming  Pools 

S.  F.  Mountain  Camp,  Mather,  Tuolumne  County — 200  acres.  Elevation  4500  feet. 
*Lighted  for  night  use. 


